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Developing institutionalized cooperation in 
education and research: The IDEaL platform

Motivation
• Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL)
• Continuous cooperation beyond short term visits
• Sustainable internationalization beyond mobility
• Distant and outdoors tutoring
• Interdisciplinary cooperation
• Integration of live discourse and self paced learning

Teaching modes and research
• Self paced preparation by online lectures
• International cooperation of students in class, from 

home and in the field
• Hybrid mode discourse meetings
• Individual and / or collaborative research
• Focus on environmental and sustainability education 

• Audios can be easily updated using 
transcription and reading software

• Translation to different languages is 
possible

• Suitable for Joint or Dual Degree 
programs

• Joint Research Programs

Evaluation
45 questions were asked pertaining to 
organization, technology used and 
internationalization/interdisciplinary 
cooperation. Overall the organizational 
aspects (17 questions) of the class 
received good (27%) to very good (62%) 
grades (n=39). The internationalization 
aspects (8 questions) received good 
(19%) to very good (63%) grades (n=36).

Testimonials of participants
• “The concepts of this class are very nice due 

to the various learning approaches and 
especially the NEARPOD tutorials. It was 
also the course where I have learned the 
most in my entire studies so far.”

• “The exchange with the Indian students 
motivated me and it is a good idea to 
develop our own research project with an 
Indian partner.”

• “I liked the fact that the internationality 
groups were created for group assignments 
as they allowed me to interact and learn from 
my peers from a different background.”

The International Digital Education and Learning (IDEaL) Platform

Adaptability and Future Perspectives 
• Additional classes are planned
• Contributions of additional disciplines 

and partners are possible
• Courses are easy repeatable since 

courses materials and teaching units are 
prepared online
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The organization of the class (ILIAS, 
SCIEBO, NEARPOD) was easy for 

me to use and suitable.
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The exchange with the 
international students was 

enriching for me.
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I wish more teaching courses had 
students from various backgrounds 

and nationalities.

For more info see: 
https://uni.koeln/RBXLF

Currently 4 different classes 
available in IDEaL Collection of protocol 

based observation apps
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